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It has long been of interest to me that Jesus of Nazareth – God incarnate, ‘the Word become 

flesh’ (John 1:1, 14), the one who had the very nature of God, but who decided that his 

‘God-ness’ was not something to be grasped, but of his own free will gave up all that he had 

and took the nature of a servant (Philippians 2:6-8) – that as he ‘got his head around’ who 

he was – as he, in his total humanity, came to realise he was also totally divine – that the 

term from his human Aramaic language which he chose to use to address the ‘first person of 

the trinitarian Godhead’ was ‘Abba’.  

‘Abba’ is a word that is difficult to translate into English.  Often translated ‘Daddy’, scholars 

debate whether or not this is an accurate translation, and just how intimate the word’s 

meaning and connotation were in the time of Jesus’ life. (1)  However, it is certainly a 

familial word, used to address one’s father, and has nuances of a loving and intimate 

relationship.  (Note: The New Testament was written in Greek; ‘Abba’ is one of the very few 

words from Aramaic, the language spoken by Jesus, retained in it.) 

This concept of Jesus having, and opening the way for us to have, a relationship of intimacy 

with a God who is a loving father is strongly reinforced by two other New Testament 

references:  

The Apostle Paul’s words in Romans 8:15 …                                                      

The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; 

rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship.   

And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”  (NIV) 

The image of the loving father in Jesus’ famous ‘Prodigal Son’ story (Luke 15:11-32, 

especially verses 20-24).   

During 40 years of pastoral ministry, I have experienced repeatedly that many people find 

this concept of God as an intimate, loving father difficult to accept, or identify with, or ‘feel’. 

This is because of their experience of a human father who is or has been so different from 

that – absent, distant, authoritarian, or abusive (emotionally, physically and/or sexually).  

This can have an enormous negative impact on their relationship with God. 

Another factor in my thinking regarding this matter is that, during the time I’ve been in 

church ministry and leadership, a key theological and biblical issue, linked to this concept of 

‘God as Father’, has been and is the struggle many people have with the concept of God as 

male, and their experience of the patriarchal nature of so much biblical interpretation and 

church life.       

On top of all that, while I am very much a novice as a Spiritual Director, each of the two 

people I’ve been offering direction to as I’ve begun in my training over the past two years 

(both males in their fifties) has ‘issues’ in his relationship with God, because of his 

relationship with his human father. 

So, this has become the focus of my ‘Special Interest Project’:  

‘The impact of relationship with human fathers on relationship with Heavenly Father – 

and how this affects and can be addressed in spiritual direction’.   



At the core of much of the spiritual direction ‘enterprise’ is the challenge of helping a 

directee to experience a deep and deepening relationship with God, when s/he has a 

dysfunctional image of God – ‘an image (of God) that is negatively impacting their 

relationship with God, self and others’. (2)  Struggling with the concept of God as Father is, 

in fact, a subset of this wider image of God issue, which is so significant and ubiquitous in 

spiritual direction.   

This whole matter arises from the fact that we need to use metaphor in order to speak and 

even think about God. As Sally McFague writes so profoundly and powerfully, ‘a metaphor is 

a word or a phrase used inappropriately.  It belongs properly in one context but is used in 

another … Metaphor is a strategy of desperation.  It is an attempt to say something about 

the unfamiliar in terms of the familiar, to speak of what we do not know in terms of what 

we do know … Metaphors always have an “is” and an “is not” character.’ (3).  

This is our human dilemma in speaking and thinking about God; we have to use language 

and categories that will always fall short of the full reality of who God is.  It is good to 

remember that Jesus himself faced this same conundrum, and that he chose to use the 

metaphor of ‘father’, and the word ‘Abba’. 

I have interviewed and/or received written responses from around 20 New Zealand spiritual 
directors as I’ve researched this topic. (4)  My two core questions were:   
 

1. Have you encountered this issue of relationship with earthly father negatively 
affecting relationship with Heavenly Father – either personally, and/or with people 
you’ve directed, and, if so, can you give some details? 
 

2. What have you found helpful in working through this issue – again, either personally, 
and/or with those you’ve directed? (5) 

 
Before looking at the responses received to those questions, I will outline my own 
experience over the last 18 months or so with my very first directee, A.  I am very new to 
spiritual direction, and I’m not suggesting that I have lots of wisdom to impart!  However, 
my experience with A does give a specific example of how the earthly father relationship 
can negatively impact the Heavenly Father relationship (without the person involved even 
realising it), and, of how this can be worked with in spiritual direction. 
 
The first issue that arose in my conversations with A – who would consider himself a 
committed and long-standing disciple of Jesus (and I would agree with that self-assessment) 
– was that he felt God never ‘spoke’ to him … He never ‘heard’ anything directly from God.  
This appeared to him unfair, as other people seemed to hear from God a lot.  He felt a 
disappointment with God over this state of affairs … 
 
This ‘never hearing from God’ also, of course, mitigated against any real sense of a deep 
personal relationship with God (even though A’s theology was that he did have a personal 
relationship with God).  So, A felt disappointment with God, but also assumed that in some 
way this situation must be his fault.     
 



In our spiritual direction conversations, we eventually came across the fact that A had never 
had a close relationship with his late father.  A’s father wasn’t a ‘bad person’ … But A had 
never been told by his father that he loved him, and he’d felt that his father always seemed 
to be angry with him – and A never understood why.  A’s father was an older father, and a 
large man, and he didn’t speak a lot, or express his emotions easily, apart from the emotion 
of anger.  Therefore, A often felt afraid of his father, and his overarching sense of his 
relationship with his father was that he (A) was a disappointment to him.   
     
Over a period of time (several sessions – although not the whole of any session), we 
explored the possibility that this relationship with his father may be impacting A’s 
relationship with God.  He could see that there may be a link, but wasn’t sure exactly what 
the link might be, nor how or why this would contribute to his feelings of never hearing 
from God directly.  (I continued to explore these possibilities and connections in my 
supervision sessions.)   

I suggested a few ‘exercises’ for A to try in between our sessions – exercises involving 
drawing or other artistic expression, and/or writing – both of which are very much part of 
A’s ‘make-up’.  While A would seem quite enthusiastic when I suggested these, he didn’t 
actually try any of them between our sessions.  Eventually, I invited him to draw, and then 
to write, during our sessions, and left him on his own each time for a period.  This proved to 
be significant.  The hard part for A, it became clear, was actually getting started on one of 
these activities.  Once he started, he was able to quickly draw a powerful picture expressing 
where he was in his relationship with God and where he wanted to go in that relationship, 
and to write honest and moving letters to both his father and to God, which was liberating 
for him.  We realised that the difficulty in ‘getting started’ was a nervousness about 
addressing God honestly about these matters; a concern that this isn’t how you should treat 
God.  A knew from the Psalms and other Scriptures that biblically this is OK; but it still didn’t 
quite feel OK to him. 

In our conversations, A had talked a bit about the Prodigal Son story, and the image of the 
father in that story.  After suggesting some work he could do with that story between our 
sessions, and, again, nothing happening, I decided to attempt an imagination exercise (a 
new thing for me!) with A in one of our sessions.  I simply gave A some time to reflect on 
which character in the story he felt the closest affinity with, and then to imagine himself ‘in 
the action’ of the story. As we progressed, I asked him a few questions …  

 
This was life-changing for A!  He imagined himself as the younger son. He saw the father, 
arms outstretched, running towards him. Interestingly, this father was both God, and A’s 
human father – ‘all the best things about my father’. (Also interestingly, this ‘amalgamation’ 
was not confusing or difficult for him).  He experienced for himself, personally, the loving 
embrace of the father.  A bit later in this imagination exercise, he also started to hear the 
voice of the older brother, telling him he was not worthy of the father’s love.  Since then, 
we’ve talked about where that voice comes from, and we’ve continued to work on dwelling 
more of the time in the loving embrace of the father, and listening less and less to the older 
brother’s voice.  Recently, A told me he couldn’t remember why he’d ever felt 
disappointment about his relationship with God!        
 



Back now to the responses and insights on this subject which I received from a group of 
experienced spiritual directors. I received a strong affirmative response to my first question:  
 
Have you encountered this issue of relationship with earthly father negatively affecting 
relationship with Heavenly Father – either personally, and/or with people you’ve directed … 
and, if so, can you give some details? 
 
Here is a summary of the answers and comments: 

• For many people, ‘father’ is not an image they see God in – because their own father 
was distant or authoritarian or abusive. 

• Our ‘family of origin experience’ provides the lens we see the world and God 
through. 

• A loving father can nevertheless have a sharp temper, and harsh words that can 
humiliate and demean. 

• ‘I realised there were things I needed to forgive my father for …’ 

• ‘A lightbulb moment as I realised I didn’t expect Heavenly Father to be listening 
properly due to being distracted, more engaged with other things …’  

• ‘I had an image of God as a grumpy – occasionally violent – old man with a stick …’ 

• ‘Losing my father as a teenager left me with a fear of abandonment that I projected 
onto God …’ 

• A ‘performance orientation’ learned in relation to one’s father (and/or mother) can 
be transposed onto God. 

• For some, the image of father is just too simple and impoverished – at least on its 
own – to mediate the divine in his/her incomprehensibility and closeness. 

• Numerous ‘stage of life’ things can bring this issue to the surface: death of father; 
your child reaching the age at which you experienced loss or abuse; oldest child 
becoming (or seeking to become) independent; starting to date; getting married; 
becoming a parent; seeing your husband being a father … 

 
My main goal in doing this project was to provide ideas, resources and approaches, from 
experienced spiritual directors, that will be helpful in addressing this ‘father/Father’ issue in 
spiritual direction.  Here, then, is a summary of the experience and wisdom of a varied 
group of spiritual directors, expressed in their answers to my second question:  
 
What have you found helpful in working through this issue – either personally, and/or with 
those you’ve directed?        
 
Working with the past …  
 
Look at the directee’s life in five year blocks – noting down significant experiences, and 
talking about how the directee viewed God in each season.   
 



Elicit descriptions of the directee’s parents, and relationship with them, and the climate and 
culture of family of origin.   
 
Work through the grief of what was experienced as a child.   
 
Work through the challenge of forgiving father (and/or others) … 
 
Exploring ‘God as Trinity’ …  
 
The trinitarian nature of the Christian God is a wonderful aspect of Christian theology …  
This can help a directee access God through Jesus and/or the Spirit, rather than starting with 
God/Father.  
 
The story of the Prodigal Son is a good biblical starting point for exploring God as seen and 
shown in/through Jesus.   
 
Focusing on the Spirit opens the way for exploring feminine images for God. (See Appendix 4 
for resources regarding feminine images of God). 
 
Exploring God through Scripture, media, experience …  
 
Exploring the trinitarian nature of God can open the way to discovering and experiencing 
God through a whole range of other biblical passages, stories and images. Also, seeing God 
through experiences of observing positive examples of fathering (including the directee’s 
own experience of being a parent); and, through movies, novels, poems, plays, art, etc., 
where there is a positive portrayal of the image of father.  What has the directee seen or 
experienced which helps him/her to think of ‘Father God’ in a positive light? 
 
Working creatively …         
 
Interactive Drawing Therapy was mentioned by several directors. This uses drawing and 
writing to complement ‘talk therapy’, and aims to integrate left and right brain functioning, 
which can facilitate access to ‘unconscious thinking’, and reveal deeply buried thoughts and 
feelings.  IDT can bypass set beliefs and religious teachings. For example – get the directee 
to choose a colour, or a shape, that in some way represents ‘Father God’ to him/her, and 
use that to ‘draw God’. Then get the directee to write some words that best describe the 
God s/he has drawn.  This can help the directee to confront his/her own deep beliefs about 
God.  These may in fact be quite contrary to what s/he has been taught about God, and 
knows s/he ‘should’ believe about God, and possibly thinks s/he does believe.  This can 
enable the directee to realise that s/he is not actually operating out of those beliefs, and can 
open the way for honest and healing conversation.  IDT can be particularly helpful for 
directees who cannot or will not speak much about their relationship with God.     
 
A similar approach can be taken by using a variety of symbols, objects, pictures, paintings, 
icons. Invite the directee to choose perhaps three of these that in some way represent God, 
or speak about God, to him/her.  Use this as a beginning point for conversation about image 
of God, and God as Father. If you are using a ‘God chair’ as a reminder of the presence of 



God in the session, the chosen symbols could be placed on this chair while they are talked 
about.  (See Appendix 1 for a list of possibilities …)   

Encourage the directee to consciously look for images or experiences of the goodness of 
God, and to ‘build a collage in his/her mind’ of a loving, protective God who desires growth 
and freedom for him/her.  Look at creation – what might the sea, a rose, a tree, etc, suggest 
about the true nature of God?  What about the goodness s/he sees in people (created by 
God, in the image of God)?   

A biblical/theological approach … 

Exploring and reflecting on passages of Scripture with a directee, and asking simple 
questions, can be helpful.  For example: ‘What might God be inviting you to or revealing of 
God’s self in this story?’  ‘What might God want to say to you now, having heard that 
wondering you just expressed in relation to that passage?’  If the directee’s answer seems 
not to be in line with the grace and love of Christ, it may be helpful to ask more about where 
that answer came from – what part of him/her. Or, what about the tone in which it was 
said, the quality of voice, etc.  ‘Does that seem like God as sensed from the Bible, or from 
your experience, or what is expressed by others whom you trust,’ etc. …?  There may also be 
the opportunity to highlight a stark contrast in how the directee is describing God. On the 
one hand, speaking of God as mean or cruel, and yet on the other hand, expressing a desire 
to spend silent time with God.  A question to raise in such circumstances could be, ‘What's it 
like holding those two different thoughts/desires at this time?’ 

For some directees, and at certain points of the journey, it may be helpful to explore and 
discuss the biblical and theological understanding that is underpinning their view of God, 
and their image of ‘Father’.  It may be that some of what they’ve been taught and come to 
believe, and feel, is quite contrary to orthodox Christian faith, and they may need help to 
replace this poor theology.  In particular, it can be liberating to understand at a deep level 
that ‘whoever has seen Jesus has seen the Father’ (John 14:9).  In other words, realising that 
the best way to understand what God the Father is like is to look at Jesus as the Bible 
portrays him; for Jesus to be the lens through which everything the Bible says about God is 
viewed.   Meditating on this verse, and other similar Scriptural statements (there are many 
in the New Testament) can be very helpful, and freeing.     
 
(See Appendix 2 for a list of helpful books on this topic to which a directee could be referred) 
 
Other possibilities … 
 
Very briefly, some other things mentioned by spiritual directors: 
 
Silent Retreats can be very helpful for people as they grapple with image of God issues, and 
specifically with the idea of God as Father. 
 
Some directees may need referring to a counsellor as they deal with matters related to 
viewing God as Father, and their personal experience of a human father.   
 



Also mentioned in a couple of responses was the use of ‘prayer ministry’.  While perhaps 
not a ‘typical’ aspect of spiritual direction, prayer ministry, carried out by experienced and 
gifted and wise practitioners, can be an extremely effective way of assisting directees to be 
liberated from past experiences (including those related to a human father) which are 
inhibiting their spiritual growth.  I have some experience of being involved in such ministry 
myself, as did one or two of the Spiritual Directors I had contact with.  (See Appendix 3)  
 
To conclude, I will share a personal experience relating to father and Father. When our first 
child was born over 39 years ago, I remember thinking as I drove home from the hospital 
after the birth, ‘Where has all this love come from?’  I felt this overwhelming love, this deep 
desire to do the very best for this tiny baby, whom I knew nothing about!  She hadn’t done 
anything to earn this love – it was just ‘there’. When I arrived home, I wrote about what I 
was feeling and thinking … 
 

A life … 

coming into being.  

Creation in action. 

A little girl; 

a daughter. 

My daughter … 

 

And curiously, I sense a desire  

to look after her, 

To make her happy, 

To do the very best for her. 

 

Yet I know nothing about her; 

I don’t know one thing  

about her personality, her abilities, 

her qualities, her faults,  

her weaknesses. 

 

Even her appearance –  

if they brought me back another baby  

that looked similar,  

I’d believe it was her! 



 

I don’t know her at all, 

She’s a stranger –  

Yet, I love her. 

 

Not because of what she’s like, 

what sort of person she is –  

 

But instinctively,  

because of her relationship  

with me … 

 

I’m  her  FATHER. 

 
I know that, for various reasons, that’s not everyone’s experience of becoming and being a 
parent.  But it certainly was and is mine.  And over the years since becoming a father I have 
learnt and understood more of the love of God for me through being a parent myself than 
through any other means.  While there are many difficulties for many people in thinking of 
and experiencing God as a loving Father, this metaphor can still be a great blessing for those 
people – if it can be ‘redeemed’.  Spiritual direction can be a significant aid to bringing about 
that redemption. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Notes: 
 

(1) See, for example: 
Harris, Chad, ‘The Biblical Meaning of “Abba”, and It’s Not Daddy’  
https://himpublications.com/blog/meaning-abba/   
and 
Engle, Karen, ‘What Does “Abba” Really Mean?’ 
https://blog.logos.com/what-does-abba-really-mean/   

 
(2) Healing Dysfunctional Images of God, Gay Cochrane, Spiritual Growth Ministries 

Special Interest Project, 2005, p.2. 
 

(3) Metaphorical Theology: Models of God in Religious Language (Philadelphia: Fortress 
Press, 1982), p.33 
 

(4) I am indebted to Jeannie Martin-Blaker of the Auckland Spiritual Directors’ Support 
Group for her help with this.  She forwarded an e-mail request, from me, to all those 
who are part of this support group, asking if they would help with my research on this 
topic.  I’m also very grateful to all who responded to this request.  There were also a 
few other spiritual directors whom I know whom I approached directly to ask to help 
me.  Interestingly, the respondents were mostly women – just 4 men … but that may 
simply be a reflection of the predominant gender of spiritual directors in New Zealand 
at this time.  Most were 50+, which again is probably a reflection of the ‘spiritual 
director demographic’.  And most had many years of experience, although a couple 
were fairly new to spiritual direction.   
 

(5) A third question invited recommendations of books or other resources which might be 
helpful in this research – see below. 
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     Wayne Jacobsen, 2007 

Kindle Edition  
 
Jersak, Bradley  A More Christlike God: 
       A More Beautiful Gospel 
     Plain Truth Ministries, 2016 
 
McClung, Floyd Jr.  The Father Heart Of God 
     Harvest House Publishers, 1985 

Kindle Edition  
 
Nouwen, Henri  The Return Of The Prodigal Son 
     Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd., 1994 
 

van Reken, Ruth Ellen Letters Never Sent:                                                                         
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Young, William Paul  The Shack. Windblown Media, 2008 (and movie) 
  



Appendix 1  

A list of possible symbols, objects, pictures, paintings, icons which can be used as a starting 
point for helping a directee explore image of God, suggested by spiritual directors: 
 

An icon of The Trinity (e.g. Rublev's Icon) 

An icon of Jesus  

A garden path 

A tree in a forest 

A bird's nest 

A shepherd/sheep image 

A copy of Rembrandt’s "Return of the Prodigal Son"  

A holding cross (wooden)  

Flowers – in a vase 

An old cloth that has some beautiful colours on it  

"Jesus-y" sandals, that look like Jesus has just sat down with us 

A colour picture of Aslan, from "The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe” 

A picture of a "Maori Jesus" (from St.Faith's church in Rotorua) 

A statue of a lion crushing the head of a snake  

An image of Jesus on the cross 

An image of a gate 

An image of the pillar of fire to the Israelites in the desert 

A lamp 

Sometimes you can invite the directee to take home the image(s) chosen, and ‘sit’ with them 

– either in prayer or on their kitchen bench so they look at them while doing 'daily tasks'.  

This can help bridge the gap from direction session to 'every day life'.    

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 2   
 
A list of recommended books on this subject, gleaned from the Spiritual Directors who 
engaged with me: 
 
The Critical Journey (Stages of Faith), by Hagberg and Guelich 
  
The Return of the Prodigal Son, by Henri Nouwen 
 
The Shack (the book and the movie), by William Paul Young  
 
Love Wins, by Rob Bell 
 
Towards a More Christlike God, by Brad Jeursak 
 
The Father Heart Of God, by Floyd McClung 
 
Images of God in the Bible, by Arthur E Zannoni 
 
Sexism and God-Talk, by Rosemary Radford Ruether 
 
God is More Than Two Men and a Bird, by Sandra M. Schnieders  

(US Catholic, May 1990; Vol. 55, Issue 5) 
 
Not Only a Father, by Tim Bulkeley 
 
Surrender to Love, by David G Benner      
 
The Sacred Romance: Drawing Closer to the Heart of God,  

by Brent Curtis & John Eldredge 
 
Letters Never Sent – A Global Nomad’s Journey from Hurt to Wholeness,  

by Ruth E. Van Reken 
 
Will the Real God Please Stand Up?                                                                        
 Healing the dysfunctional images of God, by Carolyn Thomas 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 3   
 
Prayer Ministry …  
 
Some thoughts on ‘inner healing’ and ‘impartation’ as means of helping someone to be free 
from past hurts and enabled to experience the lifegiving knowledge of the love of Father 
God – from John Randerson, a very experienced minister with many years of experience 
working with YWAM, based in Hawaii. 
 
I was put in touch with John by a friend who highly recommended him to me upon hearing 
of my Special Interest Project.  The questions I asked John were: 

Do you think there is ‘cross over’ between an inner healing ministry and spiritual 
direction?  If so, what would that look like?  How might spiritual directors minister to those 
they are directing who are struggling with the idea of God as Father?  How might spiritual 
directors be agents of ‘an impartation of Father’s love’ (John’s words)?   

Here is a summary of his response: 

Spiritual Direction is a wonderful ministry area to engage in; I hope I can contribute 
something to your research. 

My wife and I do a lot of Inner Healing ministries and know how much our families of origin 
impact our lives.  So many of us have grown up with absent, distant, or abusive fathers. The 
very word ‘father’ brings up painful memories, so that talking of God as Father is often 
dismissed!  (Jesus is safer!  But the glorious mystery of the Trinity is too often conflated into 
the worship of Jesus only.)  Breaking off negative sin patterns inherited from our parents 
and forgiving them is a major component of inner healing ministries. 
 
The biggest thing I have learned over 33 years of exploring the ‘Father Heart of God’ is that 
this must not be just head knowledge but that we all need an impartation of Father's love. 
 
How to ‘impart’ Father's love?  That is a great question. 
 
But we need an earlier starting point.  This is where some good questions need to be asked.   
 
We have developed questions to help the ministry receiver identify trauma in his/her life.  
Trauma comes in two kinds: The first is the things we missed out on that we never received 
(like absent or distant fathers not giving us the love we needed to grow into maturity). That 
is where love has to be imparted to bring healing.  The other type of trauma is things that 
were done to us: sexual abuse, verbal abuse, divorce, etc.  Those are tangible memories that 
can be explored and healed.  Forgiveness needs to be extended whether the person who 
caused the trauma is alive or dead.  It is amazing how forgiveness should be Christianity 101, 
but we find that so many people hold on to their unforgiveness because they think the 
other person does not deserve to be let off the hook!  
 



The other focus of our questions is to identify an ‘Orphan Spirit’.  Abandonment, loneliness, 
not belonging -- I am sure you can list all the common symptoms.  Then we can figure out 
where it came from – father, mother, siblings, etc. 
   
Then we try to explore the faulty beliefs that we develop as a result of our negative 
experiences – I am worthless, God only loves me when I am good … 
 
This is where we take seriously the injunction in Romans 12:2 to renew our minds. Modern 
neuroscience is a wonderful help here as it confirms what the Bible has been saying all 
along!  But it tells us that replacing negative beliefs with godly ones takes focussed effort 
over about 60 days to embed new neural pathways.  There is a whole lot of research in that 
area – I suggest you explore Caroline Leaf on that subject! 
 
Back to impartation!  Yes, we remove the ungodly beliefs, release forgiveness, and pray!  
John 17:26 is a powerful prayer here.  The person who has never received love from an 
earthly father is now free to receive love from the Father, via those who minister to 
him/her.  An ‘appropriate’ hug (given with permission) is a powerful tool, since it releases 
oxytocin!!  Our brains have all these wonderful positive hormones that make us feel good!!  
At our stage in life, I can give a father's embrace and my wife can give a mother's embrace.  
We make sure to avoid any hint of impropriety here. 
 
The person needs to receive from others too!  And to give love to others in need!  Our 
spouses and friends should be positive sources of love in our lives! 
 
That's about a week of teaching condensed into a few brief sentences, but I hope it gives 
some fuel for thought.   
 
Too many believers are still trapped in false identities and need to meditate much in 
Romans 8!  We need God's truth, we need to forgive, we need to renounce and repent of 
ungodly beliefs.  Only then are we ready for an impartation of God's unconditional love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 4   
 

ALTERNATIVE GOD IMAGES FROM THEOLGICAL/SPIRITUAL WRITINGS1 

Mary Betz, one of the Spiritual Directors who helped me with ideas and resources for this 
project, shared with me – and is happy for me to share more widely – an appendix from her 
doctoral thesis, on Women's Images of God (finished in 2004).  Mary’s list of ‘alternative 
God images’ (below), accompanied by references from her thesis, may be useful to readers 
of this paper.  I thank Mary for allowing me to include and share it here. 

God as Mother 
 
Hebrew Scriptures – especially …  
 
Prophetic Tradition, e.g. Isaiah 42:14, 49:15, 66:11-12: Hosea 11:14; Numbers 11:12-13 
  
Lukan tradition, e.g. Acts 16:26-28  
 
Christian mystical tradition, e.g. Clement of Alexandria, John Chrysostem, Augustine of 
Hippo, Julian of Norwich, Teresa of Avila, etc.2 
 
Mother - MR, AC, KZ, KF, SM, DS, MTW, BMM, MS, AH, EJ, JAC, LS 
Loving/unconditionally loving mother - LS, CS, JDM 
Nurturing mother - CS, BF 
Mother God/who gardens - SA&PH, MC, CF, PLR/ CF 
Nursing mother - MW, PT, LS, PLR 
God who rocks me gentle - CF 
Gramma God/Grandmother - CF, EJ 
Great mother - CF 
Mother giving birth - CF, BF, MH, CW, PT 
God who gives birth - BMM, LS 
Breastmilk of God - BMM 
Strong mother - RRR 
Comforting mother - JWB, LS, PLR 
Faithful mother - PLR 
Holy mother - ND 
Maternity - EJ 
Gracious mother - ND 

 
1  Sources surveyed are those theologians (including systematic, pastoral theologians, pastoral counsellors, 
spiritual directors, liturgists, liturgical musicians, artists, and some social scientists whose work is discussed and 
footnoted in Appendix A.  Initials refer to authors’ names, see list on the last page of this appendix.  Many other 
sources could have been surveyed as well, as there is an ever growing, supply of books and articles from the 
theoretical to the hands-on offering alternative titles, names and images for God.  This list is therefore not 
exhaustive, but it is inclusive of examples from some of the works of major theologians writing in the area plus a 
number of ‘practitioners’ in related fields.  Images have been clustered according to similarity of content/meaning 
and probable origin.  Information in italics indicates some probable origins for each category of God images.  The 
list of images was compiled in 2000. 
2  See Virginia Ramey Mollencott, The Divine Feminine, 20-24; Bridget Mary Meehan, Exploring the Feminine 
Face of God; and Bridget Mary Meehan, Delighting in the Feminine Divine. 



Jesus as mother - BMM, MTW 
Christ as nursing foster mother - BMM 
Labouring one/woman in labour/birthpangs - PLR/ BMM, CW, JWB, EW, PT/ LS 
Pregnant woman/and woman who conceives - KF, CF, BMM/ PT 
Feminine love births creation - BMM 
Mother of all living – PLR 
 
God as Womb/Compassion 
 
Prophetic Tradition, e.g. Jeremiah 31:20; Isaiah 46:3-4, 49:13-15 
 
Womb of compassion - PLR 
Rahamin/ rahem – CF/ PT 
Divine womb/ of darkness – CF/ PLR 
Womb – CW, PT, MS, JAC 
Womb love, divine compassion – BMM 
Yahweh’s womb – LS 
Compassionate one – PLR 
Compassion – EJ, HG, PT 
Dark womb – AH 
Womb of creation – ND 
Womb of God, mother – LS 
Fertile womb of all, womb centre – PLR 
Womb of Wisdom – BMM 
Mercy, compassion – EW 
Mercy, comfort – BF 
 
God as Sister  
 
Wisdom Tradition 
Sister – AC, DS, JAC, EJ 
Eternal sister – ND 
 
God/Jesus as Wisdom/ Sophia (see also Trinity) 
 
Wisdom and Prophetic Traditions, e.g. Proverbs 4:5-13, 7:4-9:6; Wisdom 6:12-11:1; 
Ecclesiasticus 6; Baruch 3:1-4:4; Ben Sirach 1, 24:1-10;  
 
Pauline and Johannine Traditions, e.g. 1 Corinthians 1:23-30, 2:6-8; John 1; also Matthew 
11:18-19 and Luke 11:49  
 
Holy wisdom – Sophia – KZ, CW, EJ 
Sophia – SA & PH, EW, PLR, CRT, JCE 
Wisdom – BF, RRR, JAC, JWB, BN, DL, MTW, GR 
Wisdom Sophia – CF, EB 
Baker of the Bread of Life – MTW 
Bakerwoman – CW, BMM 



Sophia as counsellor – BMM, BN, MTW 
Sophia as hostess – EB, EJ 
Sophia as teacher – BMM, EW 
Sophia as tree – EB, CRT 
Jesus/Christ Sophia – EJ, CRT/BMM 
Spirit Sophia – EJ, EB 
Mother Sophia – EJ 
Sophia as craftswoman, mother, lover, creator, woman of Justice – BMM 
Sophia as homebuilder, rare gem – EB 
Sophia as law – EB, BMM 
Lady Wisdom – LS 
 
God as Presence/ Shekhinah 
 
Exodus 24, 40; Rabinnic Tradition; Acts 2:2-3 
 
Shekhinah/Shekinah – JP, CF, PLR/ SA&PH, DS, BMM 
Fire – CS, KF 
Living wind – DS 
Place – JP 
Presence – JP, MTW, PLR 
Ever present God – CF 
She who dwells within – AR 
Intimate Presence – EJ 
Encompassing Presence – MTR 
The Still Presence – PLR 
Encompassing Matrix – RRR 
 
Shaddai (as God with breasts, or Breasted God) 
 
Hebrew Scriptures, e.g. Ruth 
 
Shaddai (my breasts) – AR, 
El Shaddai – KF, BMM, MTW, CF, CW, JWB 
God with breasts like mine – PLR 
 
God as Goddess 
 
Ancient Near-Eastern Traditions 
Goddess/ God/dess – CC, RG, MTW, PLR/ RRR, CS 
Goddess who is creator, mother, virgin, maid, crone – KZ 
 
God as Woman/ Female / Feminine (other than above) 
 
Jewish Scriptures – Prophetic and Wisdom Traditions;  
Christian Scriptures – Lukan, Pauline and Johannine Traditions, Contemporary 
 



Midwife – BMM, MH, CW, MS, EJ, LS, PLR 
Washerwoman God – BMM, CF 
Woman – KF 
Female – JP 
Aunty – ND 
Divine feminine – PLR 
Mistress – LS 
Queen of heaven – GR, PLR 
 
God as Spirit 
 
Throughout Jewish and Christian Scriptures and traditions 
 
Spirit – CS, CF, CW, EW, JAC, EJ, MTW, JWB 
Great spirit – SA & PH 
Ruah – PLR, CF 
Breath of God – MTW 
Breath of Life – RRR, PLR 
Paraclete – DL 
Sustainer/of joy – JAC/ND 
Sanctifier – ND 
Wind blowing where it will, Dwelling at the heart of the world – EJ 
Comforter – JAC 
other Spirit images – PLR  
 
God as Creator  
 
Hebrew Scriptures, e.g. Genesis 1-2; Proverbs 8:22-31 
 
Creator – JAC, MTW  
Creatrix – MR, BN  
Cocreator – JP, AR 
Creating/Creative – MR/ CS, MTW 
Primal matrix – MR 
Maker and Mender – JWB 
Recreative energy – EJ 
Creator - Destroyer – MTW 
Source – JP, DS, SA & PH 
Source of all my life/ Source of Life – PLR/ AR, EG 
 
God as Friend 
 
Wisdom and Johannine Traditions, e.g. Wisdom 7:27: John 15:15; Yom Kippur liturgy 
 
Friend – SA & PH, AC, KF, SM, EJ, JP, ESF, AR, MS, JAC, DL, MTW, PLR 
Companion – JP, AR, MS, HG, PLR 
Welcoming friend – PLR 



Relational God – AC 
God with us – KF 
God who lives with us – KZ 
Partner – EG 
 
God as Lover 
 
Hebrew Scriptures, e.g., Song of Songs 
 
Lover – SM, JP, CW, AR, ND, MTW 
Beloved – EJ 
Divine eros – MR 
Heart of my life, Burning love – PLR 
Male lover – KF 
Feminine passionate love – BMM 
 
God Dwelling Within 
 
Johannine tradition, e.g. John 15:4-7 
 
Self – AMR, SA & PH 
God within – AMR, MS 
God indwelling – SA & PH, DS, BN 
God residing within – KF 
Incarnational God – AC 
Woman who dances within our hearts – BMM 
Inner female voice speaking truth – CS 
 
God as YHWH, I am 
 
Hebrew Scriptures, Johannine Tradition 
 
Yahweh, I am who I shall become – RRR 
I am – KF 
She who is 
The unpronounceable name – JWB 
The living one – GR 
 
God who Suffers 
 
Prophetic Tradition, e.g. Isaiah 42:14 
 
Powerless, suffering God – AMR  
Suffering God/compassion poured out – AC, DS/EJ 
God who suffers – KZ  
God of defeat and pain – DS  
God in her poor – CF  



God suffering with – CF  
God as co-suffering – MST  
God who trembles with our tears – BF  
God’s love as passion, power is to suffer – DM  
Nose of God which flares at the stench of slavery – DM  
God of pathos participates in suffering of world to transform it from within – DM  
Sufferer, Painbearer, Victim – ND  
 
God who Rejoices 
 
Hebrew Scriptures 
 
God of gladness – BF  
God who shakes with laughter – BF  
God who laughs with glee – CF  
Laughing spirit – BMM  
Exsultet, Jubilee – GR  
 
God as Liberator/ God of Power 
 
Exodus and Prophetic Traditions 
 
Liberating God – AC  
Liberating Sovereign – RRR  
Liberating power – EJ  
Liberator/ of the poor - ND, MTW/ ND  
Freedom – BF  
Power - MTW, BF, JAC  
Higher power - CS, JAC  
Empowers/ Empowering – JWB/MTR, PLR  
Incarnates power in persons – BF  
Strong – CS  
 
God as Healer/Helper 
 
Prophetic, Wisdom and Synoptic Traditions 
 
Healer/ of the wounded – MTR/ ND 
Healing – BF, JAC, MTW, PLR 
Great physician, Teacher, Educator – JAC  
Healing, empowering with and ethic of justice and care – MTW  
Health – GR  
Binder of broken hearts – GR  
One who wipes away tears – PLR  
Consoler, Provider, Embracer, Nourisher, Gift-bearer – ND  
Nurturer – PLR, JAC 
Help/ Helper – MTW/ PLR, MTW 



Seeker of the lost – PLR  
Guide – PLR  
Servant – DL, ND 
Shepherd – DL  
 
God as Justice 
 
Prophetic Tradition 
 
Justice – BF  
Eternal justice – ND  
Passionate for justice and peace – EJ  
Prophet – EJ, ND 
 
God as Father 
 
Hebrew Scriptures, Synoptic and Johannine Traditions 
 
Father – JAC, LS, MTW 
Father who is gentle, loves nature, is warm and affectionate – KF  
Father not in origin but who will never be separated from us – DS  
Loving father who carries a little child in his arms – RRR  
Abba – HG 
 
Other Anthropomorphic Images for God 
 
Scriptures; Contemporary 
 
Weaver – MS  
Potter – CW  
Jazz band musician/leader – EJ, CB 
Father-mother – MTW  
Child, Grandfather – ND  
Brother – JWB, JAC 
Good person – SA & PH 
 
God in Nature Metaphors 
 
Throughout Hebrew Scriptures; Johannine Tradition; Contemporary 
 
Fountain/ Fountainhead/Fountain of Life – JP, ND/ DS/ EG 
Bath – GR  
Wellspring – JP, DS 
Spring of all goodness – DS  
Rain on parched earth – KF  
Ocean and oceanbed – K F 
Water of life/ Living water – DS/ MTW, JAC 



Flow of life – AR  
Water/ Waters – MS/ RRR 
Ground/ Ground of life and being – ND/ JP, DS 
Rock – JP, KF, GR, CW, MS, JWB, ND 
Shelter/from the storm – KF/KF, PLR 
Protection – KF/MTW 
Mountains – RRR  
Volcano – GR  
Trees/ Tree of Life/ Tall evergreen tree – GR/ JP/ KF 
Nature/ Mother earth – JP/ MTW, BMM 
World as God’s body – SM  
Warm gentle sun – KF  
Light – JP, DS, JAC, ND 
Clean brightness, radiant light – KF  
Splendour – ND  
Fire/ and flame – MS, RRR/ MTW 
Fire and rose are one – KF  
The colour purple – KF  
Darkness – JP  
Mist with arms – CS  
Elemental force – MTR  
Air – DS  
Mother bird (eagle, hen) – RRR, JAC, CS, PLR, JWB, MTW, CF, MTW 
Pinions, Peacock, Paradise bird, Pelican, Phoenix – GR  
She-bear/ Ferocious mother bear – CW/ PLR 
 
God as Food 
 
Christian Tradition 
 
Bread/ Bread of Life – RRR, ND/ JAC 
Food, Feast, Famine – GR  
 
God as Human-made Objects 
 
Wisdom Tradition, Contemporary 
 
Door – JAC  
Threshold – BM  
Armchair – MB  
Fortress – JAC, GR 
Stronghold, Fastness, Tower – GR  
Refuge – JAC  
Shield – ND  
Kuphar (boat), Cup, Necklace, Oboe, Xat, Yoke, Zion – GR  
 
God as Trinity 



 
Christian Tradition 
Trinity – CML, MTW 
Mother Sophia, Jesus Sophia, Spirit Sophia – EJ  
Source, Word, Spirit – KR  
 
God of Abstract Images 
 
Johannine Tradition, Contemporary 
 
Love/ Love of Life – CS, KF, MTW, JAC, DT/ EG 
Truth / Source of Truth – KF, SA&PH /ND 
Law – GR  
Strength, Hope, Source of Equality – ND  
Peace – JAC   
Way – ND  
Future – AC  
 
God of No Images, God of Mystery  
 
Non-Yahwist Traditions of the Hebrew Scriptures, Christian Mystical Tradition 
 
God of no words or images – KF  
God beyond all names – BF  
Who are you – BMM  
God as mystery – CS, MTW, AC 
Great mystery – JAC  
God as unknown and hidden – AC  
 
Other God Images  
 
Scripture, Contemporary 
 
Holy one – JAC  
Holy one of Israel – JWB  
God’s Gaze – GR  
Jesus – MTW  
Woman Christ – BMM  
Incarnation – GR  
Tangible, soft – CS  
Mary – BMM  
Anna, Miriam, Monica, David, Uriel – GR  
Emerging connection – MTW  
Beating heart – KF  
Ordinary women’s experience – BMM  
 
Initials and Authors’ Names 



 
AC – Anne Carr 
AH – Anna Holmes 
AMR – Ana-Marie Rizzuto  
AR – Adele Reinhartz 
BF – Bernadette Farrell 
BM – Betsan Martin 
BMM – Bridget Mary Meehan 
BN – Barbara Newman 
CB – Carolyn Bohler 
CC – Carol Christ 
CF – Colleen Fulmer 
CML – Catherine Mowry LaCugna 
CRT – Susan Cady, Marian Ronan and Hal Taussig 
CS – Carroll Saussy (and participants) 
CW – Charlie Westfall 
DL – Daniel Louw 
DM – Douglas Meeks 
DS – Dorothee Soelle [or Sölle] 
DT – David Tracy 
EB – Enid Bennett 
EG – Elyse Goldstein 
EJ – Elizabeth Johnson 
ESF – Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza 
EW – Elaine Wainwright 
GR – Gail Ramshaw 
HG – Helen Goggin 
JAC – Jann Aldredge-Clanton 
JCE – Joan Chamberlain Engelsman 
JDM – Julie Donovan Massey 
JP – Judith Plaskow 
JWB – Johanna van Wijk-Bos 
KF – Kathleen  Fischer  (women’s reflections) 
KR – Karl Rahner as noted by Ruth Duck 
KZ – Katherine Zappone 
LS – Leonard Swidler 
MB – Margaret Butler 
MC – Meinrad Craighead 
MH – Margaret Hammer 
MR – Martha Robbins 
MS – Margaret Schrader 
MST – Marcel Sarot 
MTW – Miriam Therese Winter 
ND – Neil Darragh 
PLR – Patricia Lynn Reilly 
PT – Phyllis Trible 
RG – Rita Gross 



RRR – Rosemary Radford Ruether 
SA&PH – Sherry Anderson and Patricia Hopkins (their study participants) 
SM – Sallie McFague 
 

REFERENCES 

Aldredge-Clanton, Jann. “Great Physician, Wisdom, Friend: Images of God Influence the  
Healing of People with Cancer.” The Christian Ministry 29 (November-December 
1998): 10-12. 

 
Alexander, John. “A Basset Hound Who Looks Like Me.” The Other Side 32 (March-April 

1996): 34-36. 
 
Altheide, David L., and John M. Johnson. “Criteria for Assessing Interpretive Validity in 

Qualitative Research.” In Handbook of Qualitative Research, eds. Norman K. Denzin and 
Yvonna S. Lincoln, 485-499. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc., 1994. 
 

Anderson, Sherry Ruth, and Patricia Hopkins. The Feminine Face of God: The Unfolding of the  
Sacred in Women. New York: Bantam Books, 1991. 

 
Appignasnesi, Richard, and Chris Garratt. Postmodernism for Beginners. Cambridge: Icon Books, 

1995. 
 
Armstrong, Karen. A History of God: From Abraham to the Present: The 4000-Year Quest for God. 

London: Mandarin Paperbacks, 1993. 
 
Arndt, Stephen Wentworth, and Mark Jordan. The Church’s Confession of Faith: A Catholic 

Catechism for Adults. San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1987. 
 
Arvidson, K. O. “Out of Irishtown.” In The Source of the Song: New Zealand Writers on Catholicism, 

ed. Mark Williams, 46-59. Wellington: Victoria University Press, 1995.   
 
Asian People - Asian Population Projections - Information Releases. Online. Accessed 5 March 

2002. Available from Statistics New Zealand/Te Tari Tatau.  http://www.stats.govt.nz. 
 
Aulen, Gustav. The Drama and the Symbols: A Book on Images of God and the Problems They 

Raise. London: SPCK, 1970. 
 
Baum, Gregory. Compassion and Solidarity: The Church for Others. Toronto: CBC Enterprises, 1987.   
 
________. “Sociology of the Interior Life.” Audio tape of Lecture 1, Spirituality in a  

Political Context. Vancouver School of Theology, 1994. 
 
Bauman, Philip John. “Correlations Among Marital Intimacy, Object Relations, Mental 

Representations of God and Spiritual Well-Being.” Ph.D. dissertation, Boston University, 
1995. Abstract in UMI ProQuest Digital Dissertations. 
http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9507136. 

 
Beavis, Mary Ann. “’I Like the Bird’: Luke 13:34, Avian Metaphors and Feminist Theology.” Feminist 

Theology 12 (2003): 119-128. 
 
Benland, Catherine. “Theology of Power: Using Power Theology to Demote or Promote.” In Woman 

and Church Shaping the Future: 4th National Feminist Theology Conference, 19-21. Auckland: 
Women in Ministry, 1994. 

 
Benson, Peter, and Bernard Spilka. “God Image as a Function of Self-Esteem and Locus of Control.” 

Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 12 (S 1973): 297-310. 
 
Bergin, Helen, Judith McKinlay, and Sarah Mitchell. “Sexism Ancient and Modern: Turning the Male 

World Upside Down.” Pacifica 3 (June 1990): 157-171. 

http://www.stats.govt.nz/
http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9507136


 
Berry, Jan. “Liberating Worship - Pastoral Liturgy and the Empowering of Women.” In Life Cycles: 

Women and Pastoral Care, eds. Elaine Graham and Margaret Halsey, 170-179.  London: 
SPCK, 1993. 

 
Birky, Ian T., and Samuel Ball. “Parental Trait Influence on God as an Object Representation.” The 

Journal of Psychology 122 (1988): 133-137. 
 
Blombery, ‘Tricia. “Social Factors and Individual Preferences of Images of God.” In Religion in 

Australia: Sociological Perspectives, ed. Alan W. Black, 78-91. Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 1991.  
 
Bohler, Carolyn J. “God as Jazz Band Leader: Divine and Human Power and Responsibility.” Journal 

of Theology (United Theological Seminary) 100 (1997): 53-78. 
 
Boland, Sue. “Free Spirit Blues.” In Stirred But Not Shaken, cassette. Recorded by Firewomen. 

Wellington: Kauri Productions, 1991. 
 
Bracken, Joseph A. “Images of God within Systematic Theology.” Theological Studies 63 (2002): 362-

373. 
 
Brinkman, Kandie G. “Religious Affiliation, Spirituality and Gender Identity.” Ph.D.  

dissertation, The University of Utah, 2000. Abstract in UMI ProQuest Digital  
Dissertations.  http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9962073. 

 
Brock, Rita Nakashima. “And a Little Child will Lead Us.” In Christianity, Patriarchy and Abuse: A 

Feminist Critique, eds. Joanne Carlson Brown and Carole R. Bohn, 42-61.  Cleveland, OH: 
The Pilgrim Press, 1989. 

 
Brock, Rita Nakashima, and Rebecca Ann Parker. Proverbs of Ashes: Violence, Redemptive 

Suffering, and the Search for What Saves Us. Boston: Beacon Press, 2001. 
 
Brokaw, Beth Fletcher, and Keith J. Edwards. “The Relationship of God Image to Level of Object 

Relations Development.” Journal of Psychology and Theology 22 (1994): 352-371. 
 
Brookes, Jean. “God, Here and There.” Reprinted as an attachment from Talking Cents (Auckland 

Anglican Social Justice Council). In Living Justly in Aotearoa (Catholic Diocese of Auckland) 
10 (June 2001). 

 
Brown, Joanne Carlson, and Rebecca Parker. “For God so Loved the World?” In Christianity, 

Patriarchy and Abuse: A Feminist Critique, eds. Joanne Carlson Brown and Carole R. Bohn, 
1-30. Cleveland, OH: The Pilgrim Press, 1989. 

 
Brown, Karen McCarthy. “Roundtable Discussion: On Feminist Theology.” Journal of Feminist Studies 

in Religion 1 (1985): 76-79. 
 
Burrell, David B. “Analogy.” In The New Dictionary of Theology, eds. Joseph A. Komonchak, Mary 

Collins, and Dermot A. Lane, 14-16. Dublin: Gill and MacMillan, 1987.   
 
Butler, Margaret. “The Armchair God.” Unpublished poem. Bluff, New Zealand. 
 
Cady, Susan, Marian Ronan, and Hal Taussig. Sophia: The Future of Feminist Spirituality. San 

Francisco: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1986. 
 
Campbell, Joseph. The Power of Myth. New York: Doubleday, 1988. 
 
Capon, Robert Farrar. The Fingerprints of God: Tracking the Divine Suspect through a History of 

Images. Grand Rapids, MI: William. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2000. 
 

http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9962073


Carr, Anne E. “The New Vision of Feminist Theology: Method.” In Freeing Theology: The Essentials 
of Theology in Feminist Perspective, ed. Catherine Mowry LaCugna, 5-29. San Francisco: 
HarperCollins Publishers, 1993. 

 
________. Transforming Grace: Christian Tradition and Women’s Experience. New York:  

HarperCollins Publishers, 1988. 
 
Carroll, William Charles. “Depressed Mood in Religiously Committed Persons: A Cross-Sectional 

Study.” Ph.D. dissertation, Loyola College in Maryland, 1992. Abstract in UMI ProQuest 
Digital Dissertations. http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9227791. 

  
Carswell, M. “Defining Metaphor as an Entree to the Biblical Text.” Women Scholars of Religion and 

Theology Conference workshop, Auckland, January 2001.  
 
Cavanagh, Michael E. “The Perception of God in Pastoral Counseling.” Pastoral Psychology 41 

(1992): 75-80. 
 
CFLE: Christian Family Life Education - Personal Development and Sexuality. Wellington:  

National Centre for Religious Studies, 1997. 
 
Chartier, Myron R., and Larry A. Goehner. “A Study of the Relationship of Parent-Adolescent 

Communication, Self-Esteem, and God Image.” Journal of Psychology and Theology 4 
(1976): 227-232. 

 
Cheyne, Christine. “Catholic Women’s League of New Zealand 1931-.” In Women Together: A History 

of Women’s Organisations in New Zealand, ed. Anne Else, 180-182. Wellington: Historical 
Branch Department of Internal Affairs/ Daphne Brasell Associates Press, 1993. 

 
________. Made in God’s Image: A Project Researching Sexism in the Catholic Church in Aotearoa 

(New Zealand). Wellington: Catholic Commission for Justice, Peace and Development, 1990. 
 
Chopp, Rebecca. “Eve’s Knowing: Feminist Theology’s Resistance to Malestream Epistemological 

Frameworks.” In Concilium: Feminist Theology in Different Contexts, eds. Elisabeth Schüssler 
Fiorenza and M. Shawn Copeland, 116-123. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1996. 

 
Christ, Carol P. “Embodied Thinking: Reflections on Feminist Theological Method.” Journal of 

Feminist Studies in Religion 5 (199): 7-15. 
 
________.“Feminist Re-imaginings of the Divine and Hartshorne’s God: One and the Same?” 

Feminist Theology 11 (2002): 99-115. 
 
________. “Why Women Need the Goddess: Phenomenological, Psychological, and Political 

Reflections.” In Womenspirit Rising: A Feminist Reader in Religion, eds. Carol P. Christ and 
Judith Plaskow, 273-287. San Francisco: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1979. 

 
Ciarrocchi, Joseph. “Psychology and Theology Need Each Other.” National Catholic Reporter 36 

(March 2000): 19. 
 
Clack, Beverley. “God and Language: A Feminist Perspective on the Meaning of ‘God.’” In The Nature 

of Religious Language: A Colloquium, ed. S. Porter, 148-158. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic 
Press, 1996. 

 
Clanton, Jann Aldredge. In Whose Image? God and Gender. New York: The Crossroad 

Publishing Company, 1991. 
 
Clarke, W. Norris. “A New Look at the Immutability of God.” In God Knowable and Unknowable, ed. 

Robert Roth, 43-72. New York: Fordham University Press, 1973.  
 
Collins, Mary. “Naming God in Public Prayer.” Worship 59 (1985): 291-304. 
 

http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9227791


Collins, Sheila. “Theology in the Politics of Appalachian Women.” In Womenspirit Rising: A Feminist 
Reader in Religion, eds. Carol P. Christ and Judith Plaskow, 149-158. San Francisco: Harper 
and Row, Publishers, 1979. 

 
Conn, Joann Wolski. Spirituality and Personal Maturity. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1989. 
 
________. “Women’s Spirituality: Restriction and Reconstruction.” In Women’s Spirituality: Resources 

for Christian Development, ed. Joann Wolski Conn, 9-30. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1986. 
 
________, ed. Women’s Spirituality: Resources for Christian Development. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist 

Press, 1986. 
 
Cooke, Bernard. Sacraments and Sacramentality. Mystic, CT: Twenty-Third Publications, 1983. 
 
Cooperman, Jeanette. “Dolly Parton, and Other Feminine Images of the Divine.” National Catholic 

Reporter (May 30, 2003): 1-2. NCR Online. Accessed 4 June 2003. 
http://www.natcath.org/NCR_Online/archives2/2003b/053003/053003r.php. 

 
Copeland, M. Shawn. “Difference as a Category in Critical Theologies for the Liberation of Women.” 

In Concilium: Feminist Theology in Different Contexts, eds. Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza and 
M. Shawn Copeland, 141-151. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1996. 

 
Cowley, Joy. “The Creek Jumper: A Writer and her Catholic Faith.” In The Source of the Song: New 

Zealand Writers on Catholicism, ed. Mark Williams, 126-133. Wellington: Victoria University 
Press, 1995.   

 
Craighhead, Meinrad. The Mother’s Songs: Images of God the Mother. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 

1986. 
 
Criste, Patricia Ann Beech. “Mental Representations of Jesus Christ and the Subjects’ Retrospective 

Mental Representations of Primary Caregivers.” Ph.D. dissertation, Boston University, 1996. 
Abstract in UMI ProQuest Digital Dissertations. 
http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9621671. 

 
Cunningham, David. “On Translating the Divine Name.” Theological Studies 56 (Sept 95):  

415-440. 
 

Cunningham, Nancy Willbern. “Dancing With the Spirit: Personal Transformations of Self-Other-God 
Images.” Ph.D. dissertation, The University of Texas at Austin, 1994. Abstract in UMI 
ProQuest Digital Dissertations. http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9428495. 

 
daCosta, Jacqueline. “To Explore Whether the Concept of ‘Dark’ as Expressed in Theology Can Be 

Reconciled in Any Way to the ‘Dark’ of Thealogy.” Feminist Theology 12 (2003): 103-107. 
 
Daly, Mary. “After the Death of God the Father: Women’s Liberation and the Transformation of 

Christian Consciousness.” In Womenspirit Rising: A Feminist Reader in Religion, eds. Carol 
P. Christ and Judith Plaskow, 53-67. San Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, 1979. 

 
________. The Church and the Second Sex. New York: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1968. 
 
Darragh, Neil. “Imagine God.” Compass Theology Review 25 (1991): 12-24. 
 
________. ”Liturgy and Hope.” In Proceedings of the Theological Symposium on Hope, ed. Mary 

Eastham, 145-163. Palmerston North, NZ: Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand, 1999. 
 
Datz, Frances R. “Without Her Image - Women and the Experience of the Absence of a 

Female/Feminine Image of God: Psychological and Spiritual Effects.” Ph.D. dissertation, The 
Union Institute, 1994. Abstract in UMI ProQuest Digital Dissertations. 
http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9319979. 

 

http://www.natcath.org/NCR_Online/archives2/2003b/053003/053003r.php
http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9621671
http://www.lib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9428495
http://www.lib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9319979


Davidson, Allan. Christianity in Aotearoa: A History of Church and Society in New Zealand. 
Wellington: New Zealand Education for Ministry, 1997. 

 
Denz-Penhey, Harriet. Unpublished document, New Zealand, 1996. 
 
Denzin, Norman K. “The Art and Politics of Interpretation.” In Handbook of Qualitative Research, eds. 

Norman K. Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln, 500-515. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, 
Inc., 1994. 

 
Denzin, Norman K., and Yvonna S. Lincoln, eds. Handbook of Qualitative Research. Thousand Oaks, 

CA: Sage Publications, Inc., 1994. 
Desmarchelier, Denise. Voices of Women: Women and the Catholic Church. Richmond, Victoria: 

Spectrum Publications Pty. Ltd., 2000. 
 
Dickie, Jane R., Amy K. Eshleman, Dawn M. Merasco, Amy Shepard, Michael Vander Wilt, and 

Melissa Johnson. “Parent-Child Relationships and Children’s Images of God.” Journal for the 
Scientific Study of Religion 36 (1997): 25-43. 

 
Donelson, Elaine. “Psychology of Religion and Adolescents in the United States: Past to Present.” 

Journal of Adolescence 22 (1999): 187-204. 
 
Duck, Ruth C. Gender and the Name of God: The Trinitarian Baptismal Formula. Cleveland, OH: The 

Pilgrim Press, 1991. 
 
Duncan, Betty Kathleen. “A Hierarchy of Symbols: Samoan Religious Symbolism in New Zealand.” 

Ph.D. thesis, University of Otago, 1995.   
 
Edinger, Edward F. The New God-Image: A Study of Jung’s Key Letters Concerning the Evolution of 

the Western God-Image. Wilmette, IL: Chiron Publications, 1996. 
 
Engelmann, Timothy Charles. “Religious Experiences, Psychiatric Status, Religiosity and God 

Images.” Ph.D. dissertation, Yeshiva University, 1994. Abstract in UMI ProQuest Digital 
Dissertations. http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9509685. 

 
Engelsman, Joan Chamberlain. The Feminine Dimension of the Divine. Philadelphia: The 

Westminster Press, 1979. 
 
Erlandson, David A., Edward L. Harris, Barbara L. Skipper, and Steve D. Allen. Doing Naturalistic 

Inquiry: A Guide to Methods. Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications, 1993. 
 
Eshleman, Amy K., Jane R. Dickie, Dawn M. Merasco, Amy Shepard, and Melissa Johnson. 

“Mother God, Father God: Children’s Perceptions of God’s Distance.” The International 
Journal for the Psychology of Religion 9 (1999): 146. 

 
Farrell, Bernadette. “God Beyond All Names” and “God of Abraham.” In God Beyond All Names, 

cassette. Portland: OCP Publications, 1991. 
 
Fiell-Mahony, Connie. “Feminist Methodology in Religious Studies.” M.A. thesis, University 

of Calgary, 1992. 
 
Figl, Johann. “The Divine in a Godless Society.” In Concilium: The Many Faces of the Divine, eds. 

Hermann Häring and Johannes Baptist Metz, 115-122. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1995. 
 
Fiorenza, Elisabeth Schüssler. Dunedin Seminar, 1995. 
 
________. “Feminist Spirituality, Christian Identity, and Catholic Vision.” In Womenspirit Rising: A 

Feminist Reader in Religion, eds. Carol P. Christ and Judith Plaskow, 136-148. San 
Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, 1979. 

 

http://www.lib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9509685


________. In Memory of Her: A Feminist Theological Reconstruction of Christian Origins. New York: 
Crossroad, 1984. 

 
________. Jesus - Miriam’s Child, Sophia’s Prophet: Critical Issues in Feminist Christology. New 

York: The Continuum Publishing Company, 1994. 
 
________. “Roundtable Discussion: On Feminist Methodology.” Journal of Feminist Studies in 

Religion 1 (1985): 73-76. 
 
________. “Why Not a Category Friend/Friendship?” Horizons 2 (1996): 117-118. 
 
Fischer, Kathleen. “An Image of God Beyond Violence.” National Catholic Reporter 36 (Dec 3, 1999): 

37. 
 
________. Women at the Well: Feminist Perspectives on Spiritual Direction. New York: Paulist Press, 

1988. 
 
Fogarty, Yvonne. Personal communication, 1994. 
 
Fontana, Andrea, and James H Frey. “Interviewing: The Art of Science.” In Handbook of Qualitative 

Research, eds. Norman K. Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln, 368-369. Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Sage Publications, Inc., 1994. 

 
Fortune, Marie. “The Transformation of Suffering: A Biblical and Theological Perspective.” In 

Christianity, Patriarchy and Abuse: A Feminist Critique, eds. Joanne Carlson Brown and 
Carole R. Bohn, 139-147. Cleveland, OH: The Pilgrim Press, 1989. 

 
Foster, Rachel Ann, and John P. Keating. “Measuring Androcentrism in the Western God-Concept.” 

Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 31 (1992): 366-375. 
 
Freire, Paulo. Pedagogy of the Oppressed. New York: Seabury Press, 1970. 
 
Freud, Sigmund. “The Ego and the Id.” In The Freud Reader, ed. Peter Gay, 628-658. New York: W. 

W. Norton & Company, Inc., 1989. 
 
Fulkerson, Mary McClintock. Changing the Subject: Women’s Discourses and Feminist Theology. 

Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 1994. 
 
Fulmer, Colleen. “El Shaddai,” “Judge’s Dilemma,” “Rahamin,” and “Ruah.” In Cry of Ramah, 

cassette. Albany, CA: Loretto Spirituality Network, 1985. 
 
________.  “Epiclesis,” “Feed Our Hungry Soul,” “In Your Presence,” and “Shekhinah.” In Dancing 

Sophia’s Circle, cassette. Albany, CA: Loretto Spirituality Network, n.d. 
 
________. “In Her Poor” and “The Stricken Deer.” In Her Wings Unfurled, cassette. Albany, CA: 

Loretto Spirituality Network, 1990. 
 
Geering, Lloyd. Tomorrow’s God: How We Create Our Worlds. Wellington: Bridget Williams Books, 

1994. 
 
Genzil, Calvin R. “The Impact of Childhood Sexual Abuse on Conscious Images of God in Adult, Non-

Offending Male Survivors.” Ph.D. dissertation, Boston University, 1995. Abstract in UMI 
ProQuest Digital Dissertations. http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9512239.  

 
Gilkey, Langdon. “Nature as the Image of God: Signs of the Sacred.” Theology Today 51 (April 1994): 

127-141. 
 
Gilling, Marg. Where Do We Find Our Meaning? Palmerston North, NZ: The Futures Group of the 

Methodist Church of New Zealand, 1999. 
 

http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9512239


Glesne, Corrine, and Allan Peshkin. Becoming Qualitative Researchers: An Introduction. White 
Plains, NY: Longman, 1992. 

 
Glock, Charles. “Images of ‘God,’ Images of Man, and the Organization of Social Life.” Journal for the 

Scientific Study of Religion 11 (1972): 1-15. 
 
Gnanadason, Aruna. “A Church in Solidarity with Women: Utopia or Symbol of Faithfulness?” In 

Concilium: Feminist Theology in Different Contexts, eds. Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza and M. 
Shawn Copeland, 74-80. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1996. 

Goggin, Helen. “Postmodernism and Images of God.” Grail 14 (March 1998): 11-29. 
 
Goldstein, Alyse. ReVisions: Seeing Torah through a Feminist Lens. Toronto: Key Porter Books  

Limited, 1998. 
 
Good, Jeanette Anderson. “Shame, Images of God and the Cycle of Violence in Adults Who 

Experienced Childhood Corporal Punishment.” Ph.D. dissertation, Boston University, 
1999. Abstract in UMI ProQuest Digital Dissertations. 
http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9911902.  

 
Greeley, Andrew M. The Religious Imagination. New York: William H. Sadler, Inc., 1981. 
 
Grey, Mary. Feminism, Redemption and the Christian Tradition. Mystic, CT: Twenty-Third 

Publications, 1990. 
 
________. Introducing Feminist Images of God. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2001. 
 
Griffith , James L., and Melissa Elliott Griffith. “Therapeutic Change in Religious Families:  

Working with the God-Construct.” In Religion and the Family, ed. Laurel Arthur Burton, 63-86. 
New York: Haworth Press, 1992. 

 
Gross, Rita. “Female God Language in a Jewish Context.” In Womanspirit Rising: A Feminist Reader 

in Religion, eds. Carol P. Christ and Judith Plaskow, 167-173. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 
Publishers, 1979. 

 
Guba, Egon G., and Yvonna S. Lincoln. “Competing Paradigms in Qualitative Research.” In 

Handbook of Qualitative Research, eds. Norman K. Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln, 105-117. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc., 1994.  

 
Gundrum, Gretchen. “How the God-Concepts of Creative Women Affect Their Sense of Personal 

Authority.” Ph.D. dissertation, Pacifica Graduate Institute, 1997. Abstract in UMI ProQuest 
Digital Dissertations. http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9809502. 

 
Gutierrez, Gustavo. A Theology of Liberation. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1981. 
Hall, Todd W., and Beth Fletcher Brokaw. “The Relationship of Spiritual Maturity to Level of Object 

Relations Development and God Image.” Pastoral Psychology 43 (1995): 373-391. 
 
Hammer, Margaret L. Giving Birth: Reclaiming Biblical Metaphor for Pastoral Practice. Louisville, KY: 

Westminster/John Knox Press, 1994.  
 
Hassan, Peter.  Personal communication, April 2002. 
 
Heller, David. “The Children’s God.” Psychology Today 19 (December 1985): 22-27. 
 
Hertel, Bradley R., and Michael J. Donahue. “Parental Influences on God Images among Children: 

Testing Durkeim’s Metaphoric Parallelism.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 34 
(1995): 186-199. 

 
Hogan, Linda. From Women’s Experience to Feminist Theology. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 

1995. 

http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9911902
http://www.lib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9809502


 
Holmes, Anna. “The Dark Night and the Motherhood of God.” In With heads Uncovered, ed. Enid 

Bennett, 36-43. Auckland: The Women in Ministry Network, 1988. 
 
Huberman, A. Michael, and Matthew B. Miles. “Data Management and Analysis Methods.” In 

Handbook of Qualitative Research, eds. Norman K. Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln, 428-444. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc., 1994. 

 
Hughes, Gerard. The Nature of God. London: Routledge, 1995. 
 
Hunt, Mary E. “Roundtable Discussion: On Feminist Methodology.” Journal of Feminist Studies in 

Religion 1 (1985): 83-87. 
 
Hunter, Anne Marie. “Numbering the Hairs of Our Heads: Male Social Control and the All-Seeing Male 

God.” Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion 8 (Fall 1992): 7-26. 
 
Hutsebaut, D., and D. Verhoeven. “Studying Dimensions of God Representation: Choosing Closed or 

Open-Ended Research Questions.” The International Journal for the Psychology of Religion 5 
(1995): 49-60. 

 
Hutsebaut, Dirk, and Dominic Verhoeven. “The Adolescents’ Representation of God from Age 12 to 

18: Changes or Evolution?” Journal of Empirical Theology 4 (1991): 59-72.   
 
Janesick, Valerie J. “The Dance of Qualitative Research Design: Metaphor, Methodology, and 

Meaning.” In Handbook of Qualitative Research, eds. Norman K. Denzin and Yvonna S. 
Lincoln, 209-219. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc., 1994.  

 
Janssen, Jacques, Joep De Hart, and Marcel Gerardts. “Images of God in Adolescence.” The  

International Journal for the Psychology of Religion 4 (1994): 105-121. 
 
John Paul I. “Praying for Peace.” September 1978 speech. In The Pope Speaks, ed. Matthew 

O’Connell. Huntington, IN: Sunday Visitor, n.d. 
 
Johnson, Elizabeth A., Susan A. Ross, and Mary Catherine Hilkert. “Feminist Theology: A Review of 

Literature.” Theological Studies 56 (1995): 327-352. 
Johnson, Elizabeth A. “Mary and the Female Face of God.” Theological Studies 50 (Sept 89): 500-

526. 
 
________. She Who Is: The Mystery of God in Feminist Theological Discourse. New York: The 

Crossroad Publishing Company, 1992. 
 
________. “The Incomprehensibility of God and the Image of God Male and Female.” In Women’s 

Spirituality: Resources for Christian Development, ed. Joanne Wolski Conn, 243-260. 
Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1986. 

 
________. The Search for the Living God. John M. Kelly Lecture transcript. Toronto: The University of 

St. Michael’s College, 8 March 1994. 
 
Johnson, Heather MacLaren. “Connection with God: Tapping Spiritual Belief for Therapeutic 

Gain.” Psy.D. dissertation, Chicago School of Professional Psychology, 1996. Abstract  
in UMI ProQuest Digital Dissertations. http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9701977. 

 
Johnson, W. Brad, and Mark C. Eastburg. “God, Parent and Self Concepts in Abused and 

Nonabused Children.” Journal of Psychology and Christianity 11 (1992): 235-243. 
 
Jones, Alexander. The Jerusalem Bible. Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1966. 
 
Justice, William G., and Warren Lambert. “A Comparative Study of the Language People Use to 

Describe the Personalities of God and Their Earthly Parents.” The Journal of Pastoral Care 
40 (June 1986): 166-172. 

http://www.lib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9701977


 
Kaiser, Robert Blair. The Politics of Sex and Religion. Kansas City, MO: Leaven, 1985. 
 
Kane, Donna, Sharon E. Cheston, and Joanne Greer. “Perceptions of God by Survivors of Childhood 

Sexual Abuse: An Exploratory Study in an Underresearched Area.” Journal of Psychology 
and Theology 21 (1993): 228-237. 

 
Kaufman, Philip S. Why You Can Disagree and Remain a Faithful Catholic. Bloomington, IN: Meyer-

Stone Books, 1989. 
 
Kelly, Geffrey B. Karl Rahner: Theologian of the Graced Search for Meaning. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 

1993. 
 
Kelly-Johnston, Carolyn. “Can a Feminist Call God ‘Father?’” Stimulus 2 (February 1994): 3-10. 
 
Kinchelow, Joe L., and Peter L. McLaren. “Rethinking Critical Theory and Qualitative Research.” In 

Handbook of Qualitative Research, eds. Norman K. Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln, 138-154. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc., 1994. 

 
King, Michael. God’s Farthest Outpost: A History of Catholics in New Zealand. Auckland: Penguin 

Books, 1997. 
 
King, Ursula. “Spirituality.” In An A to Z of Feminist Theology, ed. Lisa Isherwood and Dorothea 

McEwan, 218-219. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1996. 
 
Kirk, Catherine Clark. “African-American Women Confront an Uncaring God: Transforming 

God Images and Self-Images.” Th.D. dissertation, Emory University, 2001. Abstract in 
UMI ProQuest Digital Dissertations. http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/3032216. 
 

Kohut, Heinz. The Analysis of the Self. New York: International Universities Press, 1971. 
 
LaCugna, Catherine Mowry. God for Us: The Trinity and Christian Life. San Francisco: 

HarperSanFrancisco, 1991. 
 
________. “God in Communion with Us: The Trinity.” In Freeing Theology: The Essentials of 

Theology in Feminist Perspective, ed. Catherine Mowry LaCugna, 83-114. San Francisco: 
HarperSanFrancisco, 1993. 

 
Ladd, Kevin L., Daniel N. McIntosh, and Bernard Spilka. “Children’s God Concepts:  

Influences of Denomination, Age, and Gender.” The International Journal for the 
Psychology of Religion 8 (1998): 49-56. 

   
Lang, Martin A. Acquiring Our Image of God: The Emotional Basis for Religious Education. Ramsey, 

NJ: Paulist Press, 1983. 
 
Lather, Patti. Getting Smart: Feminist Research and Pedagogy with/in the Postmodern. New York: 

Routledge, Chapman and Hass, Inc., 1991. 
 
Leech, Kenneth. Experiencing God: Theology as Spirituality. San Francisco: Harper and Row, 

Publishers, 1985. 
 
Lefebvre, Dom Gaspar. Saint Andrew Daily Missal. Saint Paul, MN: E. M. Lohmann Company, 1940. 
 
Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Catechism of the Catholic Church. Chicago: Loyola University Press, 1994. 
 
Liebert, Elizabeth. Changing Life Patterns: Adult Development in Spiritual Direction. Mahwah, NJ: 

Paulist Press, 1992. 
 
Lincoln, Y. S., and E. G. Guba. Naturalistic Inquiry. Beverley Hills, CA: Sage Publications, 1985. 
 

http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/3032216


Linn, Dennis, Sheila Fabricant Linn, and Matthew Linn. Good Goats: Healing our Image of God. 
Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1994. 

 
Loades, Ann. Searching for Lost Coins: Explorations in Christianity and Feminism. London: SPCK, 

1987. 
 
Lobiondo, Donna L. “Mental Representations of God, Paternal Internalizations, and Ethnic Identities 

of Italian American Women.” Ph.D. dissertation, Boston University, 1993. Abstract in UMI 
ProQuest Digital Dissertations. http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9319979.  

 
Lonergan, Bernard. The Subject. Milwaukee, WI: Marquette University Press, 1968. 
 
Louw, Daniel. “’God as Friend’: Metaphoric Theology in Pastoral Care.” Pastoral Psychology 46 

(1998): 237. 
 
Ludwig, David J., Timothy Weber, and Douglas Iben. “Letters to God: A Study of Children’s Religious 

Concepts. Journal of Psychology and Theology 2 (1974): 31-35. 
 
McBrien, Richard P. Catholicism. Study Edition. Minneapolis, MN: Winston Press, 1981. 
 
McClory, Robert. Turning Point: The Inside Story of the Papal Birth Control Commission, and how 

Humanae Vitae Changed the Life of Patti Crowley and the Future of the Church. New York: 
Crossroad, 1995. 

 
McDargh, John. Psychoanalytic Object Relations Theory and the Study of Religions: On Faith and the 

Imaging of God. Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 1983. 
 
McFague, Sallie. Metaphorical Theology: Models of God in Religious Language. Philadelphia: 

Fortress Press, 1982. 
 
________. Models of God: Theology for a Nuclear Age. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1987. 
 
McKinlay, Judith. Gendering Wisdom the Host: Biblical Invitations to Eat and Drink. Sheffield: 

Sheffield Academic Press, 1996. 
 
________. Personal communication, October 2003. 
 
McLaren, Jill. “If You Want to See the Goddess: An Introduction to Feminist Women’s Spirituality.” 

Women’s Studies Journal 4 (September 1988): 39-53. 
 
MacMillan, June. “Woman – Church – Power.” In Woman and Church Shaping the Future: 4th National 

Feminist Theology Conference, 22. Auckland: Women in Ministry, 1994. 
 
McMinn, Mark R., Sonja D. Brooks, Marcia A. (Hallmark) Triplett, Wesley E. Hoffman, and Paul G. 

Huizinga. “The Effects of God Language on Perceived Attributes of God.” Journal of 
Psychology and Theology 21 (1993): 309-314. 

 
Mackie, Elisabeth. Personal communication, 1996. 
 
Mamula, Kandee Mae. “The Effects of Guided Spiritual Exploration on Sexually Abused Women’s 

Understanding of God.” Ph.D. dissertation, Walden University, 1996. Abstract in UMI 
ProQuest Digital Dissertations. http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9713646.  

 
Martin, Betsan. “Luce Irigaray.” In Women and Church Shaping the Future: 4th National Feminist 

Theology Conference, 51-53. Auckland: Women in Ministry, 1994. 
 
Massey, Julie Donovan. “God as Mother.” America 183 (Dec 23-30, 2000): 17-18. 
 
Medley, Mark. “Becoming Human Together: Imaging the Triune God.” Perspectives in Religious 

Studies 23 (1996): 289-316. 

http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9319979
http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9713646


 
Meehan, Bridget Mary. Delighting in the Feminine Divine. Kansas City, MO: Sheed & Ward, 1994. 
________. Exploring the Feminine Face of God: A Prayerful Journey. Kansas City, MO: Sheed & 

Ward, 1991. 
 
Meeks, M. Douglas. “How to Speak of God in an Affluent Society: Images of Hope.” In Is Liberation 

Theology for North America: The Response of First World Churches to Third World 
Theologies, Theology in the Americas, eds. Sergio Torres and John Eagleson, 140-147. 
Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1978. 

 
Mercadante, Linda A. Gender Doctrine and God: The Shakers and Contemporary Theology. 

Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1990. 
 
Mies, Maria. “Towards a Methodology for Feminist Research.” In German Feminism: Readings  

in Politics and Literature, eds. Edith Hoshiro Altback, Jeanette Clausen, Dagmar  
Schultz, and Naomi Stephen, 357-366. Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1984. 

 
Miles, Jack. God: A Biography. London: Simon and Schuster, Ltd., 1995. 
 
Mills, Mary E. Images of God in the Old Testament. Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1998. 
 
Mitchell, Sarah. “Standing at the Burning Bush: A Feminist Consideration of Liturgical Language in the 

Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand.” Ph.D. dissertation, University of Otago, 
1992. 

 
Mollenkott, Virginia Ramey. The Divine Feminine: The Biblical Imagery of God as Female. New York: 

Crossroad, 1993. 
 
Moltmann-Wendel, Elisabeth, and Jürgen Moltmann. God - His and Hers. London: SCM Press, 1991. 
 
Morton, Nelle. “The Dilemma of Celebration.” In Womenspirit Rising: A Feminist Reader in Religion, 

ed. Carol P. Christ and Judith Plaskow, 159-166. San Francisco: Harper and Row, 
Publishers, 1979. 

 
Muhlenkort, Sharon Swedean. “Object Relations and Images of the Divine.” Ph.D. dissertation, The 

Wright Institute, 1994. Abstract in UMI ProQuest Digital Dissertations. 
http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9228362. 

 
Mutch, Barbara Horkoff. “Images of God and their Relationship to Prayer in the Experience of Female 

Survivors of Childhood Sexual Abuse.” D.Min. dissertation, Princeton Theological Seminary, 
1995. Abstract in UMI ProQuest Digital Dissertations. 
http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9542125.  

 
Nelson, C. Ellis. “Formation of a God Representation.” Religious Education 91 (Winter 1996): 22-39. 
 
Nelson, Hart M., Neil H. Cheek, Jr., and Paul Au. “Gender Differences in Images of God.” Journal for 

the Scientific Study of Religion 24 (1985): 396-402. 
 
Nelson, Marven O. “The Concept of God and Feelings Toward Parents.” Journal of Individual 

Psychology 27 (1971): 46-49. 
 
Newman, Barbara. Sister of Wisdom: St Hildegard’s Theology of the Feminine. Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 1987. 
 
New Zealand Heritage. Volume 4. Wellington: Paul Hamlyn Limited, 1972. 
 
New Zealand Official Yearbook on the Web (1999) - Yearbook - The People - History. Online. 

Accessed 5 March 2002. Available from Statistics New Zealand/Te Tari Tatau. 
http://www.stats.govt.nz.  

 

http://www.lib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9228362
http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9542125
http://www.stats.govt.nz/


Nicholls, David. “Federal Politics and Finite God: Images of God in United States Theology.” Modern 
Theology 4 (July 1988): 373-400. 

 
________. “Images of God and the State: Political Analogy and Religious Discourse.” Theological 

Studies 42 (June 1981): 195-215. 
 
Noffke, Suzanne. Catherine of Sienna: the Dialogue. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1980. 
 
Oakley, Ann. “Interviewing Women: A Contradiction in Terms.” In Doing Feminist Research, ed. Helen 

Roberts, 44-59. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1981. 
 
 ________. “Some Problems of Scientific Method and Feminist Research Practice.” In Workshop 

Report, Medical Research Council of New Zealand, 12-31. 1989. 
 
Object Relations Theory. Online. Accessed 3 July 2004. Available from Victor Daniels’ Website in the 

Psychology Department at Sonoma State University. 
http://www.sonoma.edu/users/d/daniels/objectrelations.html   

 
Ochs, Carol. Women and Spirituality. Totawa, NJ: Rowman and Allenheld, 1983. 
 
Ochshorn, Judith. The Female Experience and the Nature of the Divine. Bloomington, IN; Indiana 

University Press, 1981. 
 
Oduyoye, Mercy Amba. “The African Experience of God through the Eyes of an Akan Woman.” 

CrossCurrents 47 (Winter 1997-1998): 493-504.  Journal also online. Accessed 5 July 2001. 
http://www.crosscurrents.org/african.htm. 

 
Olesen, Virginia. “Feminisms and Models of Qualitative Research.” In Handbook of Qualitative 

Research, eds. Norman K. Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln, 158-174. Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Sage Publications, Inc., 1994. 

 
Olson, Mark. “In Our Own Image.” The Other Side 29 (May-June 1993): 7. 
 
O’Neill, Mary Aquin. “The Nature of Women and the Method of Theology.” Theological Studies 56 

(1995): 730-742. 
 
Owen, H. P. Concepts of Deity. New York: Herder and Herder, 1971. 
 
Pagels, Elaine. The Gnostic Gospels. New York: Random House, Inc., 1979. 
 
________. “What Became of God the Mother? Conflicting Images of God in Early Christianity.” In 

Womenspirit Rising: A Feminist Reader in Religion, eds. Carol P. Christ and Judith Plaskow, 
107-119. San Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, 1979. 

Panikkar, Raimon. “Nine Ways Not to Talk about God.” CrossCurrents 28 (Summer 1997): 149-153. 
 
Park, Julie. Ladies, A Plate: Change and Continuity in the Lives of New Zealand Women. Auckland: 

Auckland University Press, 1991. 
 
Pegis, Anton C. Basic Writings of Saint Thomas Aquinas. V.1. New York: Random House, 1944. 
 
________. Basic Writings of Saint Thomas Aquinas. V.2. New York: Random House, 1945. 
 
Piazza, Thomas, and Charles Y. Glock. “Images of God and Their Social Meanings.” In The Religious 

Dimension: New Directions, ed. Robert Wuthnow, 69-91. New York: Academic Press, 1979. 
 
Piedmont, Ralph, Joseph E.G. Williams, and Joseph W. Ciarrocchi. “Personality Correlates of One’s 

Images of Jesus: Historiographic Analysis Using the Five-Factor Model of Personality.” 
Journal of Psychology and Theology 25 (1997): 364-373. 

 

http://www.sonoma.edu/users/d/daniels/objectrelations.html
http://www.crosscurrents.org/african.htm


Plaskow, Judith. Standing Again at Sinai: Judaism from a Feminist Perspective. New York: 
HarperCollins Publishers, 1990. 

 
Plaskow, Judith, and Carol P. Christ, eds. Weaving the Visions: New Patterns in Feminist Spirituality. 

San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1989. 
 
Potter, Jonathan, and Margaret Wetherell. “Discourse Analysis.” In Rethinking Methods in 

Psychology, eds. Jonathan A. Smith, Rom Harrbe, and Luk van Langenhove, 80-92. London: 
Sage Publications, 1995. 

 
Profile of New Zealand - Quick Facts - People. Online. Accessed 5 March 2002. Available from 

Statistics New Zealand/ Te Tari Tatau. http://www.stats.govt.nz. 
 
Puch, Gillian. “The Catholic Women’s League of New Zealand and the Changing Role of Women: A 

Sociological Analysis with the Emphasis on the CWL Parish Group.” M.A. thesis, University of 
Auckland, 1978. 

 
Ramshaw, Gail. A Metaphorical God: An Abecedary of Images for God. Chicago: Liturgy Training 

Publications, 1995. 
 
________. God Beyond Gender: Feminist Christian God-Language. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 

1995. 
 
________. “The Gender of God.” In Feminist Theology: A Reader, ed. Ann Loades, 168-180. London: 

SPCK, 1990.  
 
Randour, Mary Lou, and Julie Bondanza. “The Concept of God in the Psychological Formation of 

Females.” Psychoanalytic Psychology 4 (1987): 301-313. 
 
Reason, Peter. “Three Approaches to Participative Inquiry.” In Handbook of Qualitative Research, 

eds. Norman K. Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln, 324-339. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 
Publications, Inc., 1994. 

 
Redmond, Sheila. “God Died and Nobody Gave a Funeral.” Pastoral Psychology 45 (1996): 41-47. 
 
Reilly, Patricia Lynn. A God Who Looks Like Me: Discovering a Woman-Affirming Spirituality. New 

York: Ballantine Books, 1995. 
 
Reinhartz, Adele. “Jewish Feminist Theological Discourse.” In Concilium: Feminist Theology in 

Different Contexts, eds. Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza and M. Shawn Copeland, 66-71.  
Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books,1996.  

 
Reiser, William. Looking for a God to Pray to: Christian Spirituality in Transition. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist 

Press, 1994. 
 
“Rejoice in the Lord Always …” Tui Motu: Interlslands (April 2003): 16-18. 
 
Richardson, Laurel. “Writing: A Method of Inquiry.” In Handbook of Qualitative Research, eds. 

Norman K. Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln, 516-529. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, 
Inc., 1994. 

 
Rizzuto, Ana-Marie. The Birth of the Living God: A Psychoanalytic Study. Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, 1979. 
 
Roberts, C. W. “Imagining God: Who is Created in Whose Image?” Review of Religious Research 30 

(1989): 275-286, as described by Ralph Piedmont, Joseph E. G. Williams, and Joseph W. 
Ciarrocchi. 

 
Robbins, Martha. Midlife Women and Death of Mother: A Study of Psychohistorical and Spiritual 

Transformation. New York: Peter Lang, 1990. 

http://www.stats.govt.nz/


 
Robinson, John Francis. “Images of God, Parents and Self in Substance Abuse Recovery.” Ph.D. 

dissertation, University of California, Los Angeles, 1996. Abstract in UMI ProQuest Digital 
Dissertations. http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9626819.  

 
Roof, Wade Clark, and Jennifer L. Roof. “Review of the Polls: Images of God among Americans.” 

Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 23 (1984): 201-205.   
 
Ruether, Rosemary Radford. “Divine Wisdom and Christian Fear: Conflict over God-Language in the 

Churches.” Transcript of television broadcast, January 1995. 
 
________. “Feminist Hermeneutics, Scriptural Authority, and Religious Experience.” In Radical 

Pluralism and Truth: David Tracy and the Hermeneutics of Religion, eds. Werner G. Jeanrond 
and Jennifer L. Rike, 95-106. New York: Crossroad, 1991. 

 
________. “Models of God: Exploring the Foundations.” Religion and Intellectual Life 5 (Spring 1988): 

19-23. 
 
________. “Motherearth and the Megamachine: A Theology of Liberation in a Feminine, Somatic and 

Ecological Perspective.” In Womenspirit Rising: A Feminist Reader in Religion, eds. Carol P. 
Christ and Judith Plaskow, 43-52. San Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, 1979. 

 
________. Sexism and God-talk: Toward a Feminist Theology. Boston: Beacon Press, 1983.  
________. “The Female Nature of God: A Problem in Contemporary Religious Life.” In Concilium: 

God as Father, Vol. 143, eds. Johannes-Baptist Metz and Edward Schillebeeckx, 61-66. New 
York: Seabury Press, March 1981. 

 
Rupp, Joyce. A Star in My Heart. San Francisco: LuraMedia, 1990. 
 
Russell, Letty. “Authority and the Challenge of Feminist Interpretation.” In Feminist Interpretation of 

the Bible, ed. Letty Russell, 137-146. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1985. 
 
Sarot, Marcel. “Pastoral Counseling and the Compassionate God.” Pastoral Psychology 43 (1995): 

185-190. 
 
Saussy, Carroll. God Images and Self Esteem: Empowering Women in a Patriarchal Society. 

Louisville, KY: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1991. 
 
Scheffczyk, Leo. “GOD: The Divine.” In Encyclopedia of Theology: The Concise Sacramentum Mundi, 

ed. Karl Rahner, 554-564. New York: The Seabury Press, 1975.   
 
Schmidt, Cynthia Ann Wonsowicz. “Spirituality in Young Adults at Risk.” Ph.D. dissertation, The 

University of Connecticut, 1999. Abstract in UMI ProQuest Digital Dissertations. 
http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9946754.  

 
Schmidt, Gail Ramshaw. “De Divinis Nominibus: The Gender of God.” Worship 56 (Mar 1982): 117-

131. 
 
Schneiders, Sandra M. Beyond Patching: Faith and Feminism in the Catholic Church. New York: 

Paulist Press, 1991. 
 
________. “Effects of Women’s Experience on Spirituality.” In Women’s Spirituality: Resources for 

Christian Development, ed. Joann Wolski Conn, 30-48. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1986. 
  
________. “God is More than Two Men and a Bird.” U.S. Catholic (May 1990): 20-27. 
 
________. “Liturgy and Spirituality – The Widening Gap.” Spirituality Today 30 (September 1978): 

196-210. 
 
________. Personal communication, January 1993. 

http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9626819
http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/fullcit/9946754


 
________. “Religious in a Lay-Centered Church.” Dunedin seminar, January 1992. 
 
________. “Spirituality in the Academy.” Theological Studies 50 (1989): 676-697. 
 
________. “The Bible and Feminism: Biblical Theology.” In Freeing Theology, ed. Catherine Mowry 

LaCugna, 31-57. San Francisco: HarperCollins Publishers Inc., 1993. 
 
________. “Theology and Spirituality: Strangers, Rivals, or Partners?” Horizons 13 (1986): 253- 

274. 
 
________. With Oil in Their Lamps: Faith, Feminism, and the Future. 2000 Madeleva Lecture in 

Spirituality. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 2000. 
________. Women and the Word: The Gender of God in the New Testament and the Spirituality of 

Women. 1986 Madeleva Lecture in Spirituality. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1986. 
 
Schrader, Margaret. “The Effect of Sexual Abuse on Women’s Naming and Experiencing of God.” 

Presence: An International Journal of Spiritual Direction 1 (May 1995): 46-59. 
 
________. “Women’s Spirituality.” In Women and Church Shaping the Future: 4th National Feminist 

Theology Conference, 23-24. Auckland: Women in Ministry, 1994. 
 
Schaffran, Janet, and Pat Kozak. More Than Words: Prayer and Ritual for Inclusive Communities. 

Oak Park, IL: Meyer Stone Books, 1988. 
 
Schultenover, David G. “The Church as Mediterranean Family.” America 171 (8 October 1994): 9-13. 
 
Scully, Mary. “Why I Decided to Leave the Church.” In Empowering to Transform: A Resource Book 

for Women, ed. Margie Lovell-Smith, 75. Auckland: The Planning Group, Women’s Ministries 
and Spirituality Conference, 1988. 

 
Sharp, Carolyn Louise. “Listening to Women and Speaking of God: Grounding the Question of God in 

the Lives of Working Class Women in Quebec.” Ph.D. thesis, University of St Michael’s 
College (Toronto School of Theology), 1993. 

 
Shea, John. “The Superego God.” Pastoral Psychology 43 (1995): 333-351. 
 
Sia, Marian F., and Santiago Sia. From Suffering to God: Exploring our Images of God in the Light of 

Suffering. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1994. 
 
________. “Ultimate Meaning, Suffering, and God.“ American Journal of Theology and Philosophy 14 

(January 1992): 25-36. 
 
Sillen, Edward. “God, Attributes of.” In Encyclopedia of Theology: The Concise Sacramentum Mundi, 

ed. Karl Rahner, 572-575. New York: The Seabury Press, 1975. 
 
Simmons, E. R. A Brief History of the Catholic Church in New Zealand. Auckland: Catholic 

Publications Centre, 1978. 
 
Sinnott, Alice. “Experiencing God in Darkness.” Tui Motu: InterIslands (April 2003): 20-21. 
 
Smith, Paul R. Is it Okay to call God “Mother:” Considering the Feminine Face of God. Peabody, MA: 

Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., 1993. 
 
Sobrino, Jon. Christology at the Crossroads: A Latin American Approach. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis 

Books, 1985. 
 
Sölle, Dorothy. “Mysticism, Liberation and the Names of God: A Feminist Reflection.” Christianity and 

Crisis  41 (June 22, 1981): 179-185. 
 



________. “Paternalistic Religion as Experienced by Women.” In Concilium: God as Father, Vol. 143, 
ed. Johannes-Baptist Metz and Edward Schillebeeckx, 69-74. New York: Seabury Press, 
1981. 

 
________. Suffering. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1975. 
 
________. Theology for Skeptics: Reflections on God. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1995. 
 
Splett, Jorg, and Lourencino Bruno Puntel. “Analogy of Being.” In Sacramentum Mundi: An 

Encyclopedia of Theology, eds. Karl Rahner, Cornelius Ernst, and Kevin Smyth, 21-26. 
London: Burns & Oates Limited, 1969. 

 
Strauss, Anselm, and Juliet Corbin. Basics of Qualitative Research: Grounded Theory Procedures 

and Techniques. Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications, 1990. 
 
Stucky-Abbott, Leona. “The Impact of Male God Imagery on Female Identity Meaning.” The Journal of 

Pastoral Care 47 (Fall 1993): 240-251. 
 
Sutherland, Anne V. “Worldframes and God-talk in Trauma and Suffering.” The Journal of Pastoral 

Care 49 (Fall 1995): 280-286. 
 
Swidler, Leonard. Biblical Affirmations of Woman. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1979. 
 
Sykes, J. B. The Concise Oxford Dictionary. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1978. 
 
Tamayo, Alvaro, and Leandre Dejardens. “Belief Systems and Conceptual Images of Parents 

and God.” Journal of Psychology 92 (1976): 131-140. 
 
Tesch, Renata. Qualitative Research: Analysis Types and Software Tools. New York: The Falmer 

Press, 1990. 
 
The Sunday Missal. Sydney: E. J. Dwyer, 1987. 
 
Thom, Catherine P. “Will the Real God Please Stand Up: From Hebrew God to the ‘Infinite 

Eternal Cobweb.’” Journal of Christian Education 36 (December 1993): 35-49. 
 
Thompson, Bill, ed. Churchwatch: Progress Report on the Call for Reform in the Catholic Church  

(Call to Action, Chicago) (October 2003). 
 
Tisdale, Theresa C., Teresa L. Key, Keith J. Edwards, Beth Fletcher Brokaw, Steven R. 

Kemperman, Henry Cloud, John Townsend, and Thomas Okomoto. “Impact of Treatment on 
God Image and Personal Adjustment, and Correlations of God Image to Personal Adjustment 
and Object Relations Development. Journal of Psychology and Theology 25 (1997): 227-239. 
 

Tolerton, Jane. Convent Girls: New Zealand Women Talk to Jane Tolerton. Auckland: Penguin  
Books, 1994. 

 
Tracy, David. “Analogy, Metaphor and God-Language: Charles Hartshorne.” The Modern Schoolman 

LXII (May 1985): 249-264. 
 
________. “Concilium Round Table: The Impact of Feminist Theologies on Roman Catholic 

Theology.” In Concilium: Feminist Theology in Different Contexts, eds. Elisabeth Schüssler 
Fiorenza and M. Shawn Copeland, 90-91. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1996. 

 
________. The Analogical Imagination: Christian Theology and the Culture of Pluralism. New York: 

The Crossroad Publishing Company, 1991.  
 
________. “The Uneasy Alliance Reconceived: Catholic Theological Method, Modernity, and 

Postmodernity.” Theological Studies 50 (1989): 548-570. 
 



Trible, Phyllis. God and the Rhetoric of Sexuality. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1978. 
 
Tutty, David. “Our Images of God Limit the Poor’s Imaging of God.” Living Justly in Aotearoa (Catholic 

Diocese of Auckland) (May 2003): 2. 
 
Ulanov, Ann Belford. Finding Space: Winnicott, God, and Psychic Reality. Louisville, KY: Westminster 

John Knox Press, 2001. 
 
________. Picturing God. Cambridge, MA: Cowley Publications, 1986. 
 
van Wijk-Bos, Johanna. Reimaging God: The Case for Scriptural Diversity. Louisville, KY: 

Westminster/John Knox Press, 1995. 
 
Vannesse, Alfred, and Patrick de Neuter. “The Semantic Differential Parental Scale.” In The Parental 

Figures and the Representation of God: A Psychological and Cross-Cultural Study, eds. 
Antoine Vergote and Alvaro Tamayo, 25-41. The Hague: Mouton Publishers, 1981. 

 
Vergote, Antoine, Alvaro Tamayo, Luiz Pasqaulit, Michel Bonami, Marie-Rose Pattyn and Anne 

Clusters. “Concept of God and Parental Values.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 8 
(1969): 79-87. 

 
Vergote, Antoine, and Alvaro Tamayo, eds. The Parental Figures and the Representation of God: A 

Psychological and Cross-Cultural Study. The Hague: Mouton Publishers, 1981. 
 
von Wartenberg-Potter, Barbel. We Will Not Hang Our Harps on the Willows: Engagement and 

Spirituality. Geneva: WCC Publications, 1987. 
 
Vossen, H. J. M. Eric. “Images of God and Coping With Suffering.” Journal of Empirical Theology 6 

(1993): 19-38.   
 
Vroon Rienstra, Marchiene. Swallow’s Nest: A Feminine Reading of the Psalms. Grand Rapids, MI: 

William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1992. 
 
Wainwright, Elaine. “What’s in a Name? The Word which Binds/ The Word which Frees.” In Freedom 

& Entrapment: Women Thinking Theology, eds. Maryanne Confoy, Dorothy A. Lee and Joan 
Nowotny, 100-119. North Blackburn, Australia: HarperCollins Publishers, 1995. 

 
Webb, Erice. “Patriarchal Church.” In Women and … A Vashti’s Voice Supplement, ed. Erice Webb, 

18-19. Auckland: Women and Ministry Conference Committee, n.d. 
 
Webb, Graeme. Higher Education and Development Committee, University of Otago. Personal 

communication. 
 
Webster, Alan C., and Paul E. Perry. The Religious Factor in New Zealand Society. Palmerston 

North, NZ: Alpha Publications, 1989. 
 
Weinandy, Thomas G. Does God Suffer? Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 2000. 
 
Welch, Edward T. “Who are We? Needs, Longings, and the Image of God in Man.” The Journal of 

Biblical Counselling 13 (Fall 1994): 32. 
 
Welch, Michael R., and David C. Leege. “Religious Predictors of Catholic Parishioners’  

Sociopolitical Attitudes: Devotional Style, Closeness to God, Imagery, and Agentic/ 
Communal Religious Identity.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 27 (1988): 536-552. 
 

Westfall, Charlie. “Images of God.” Grail 13 (June 1987): 61-67. 
 
Williams, Mark, ed. The Source of the Song: New Zealand Writers on Catholicism. Wellington: Victoria 

University Press, 1995. 
 



Williamson, Rick L. “Images of God Among Persons with AIDS.” The Journal of Pastoral Care 52 
(Spring 1998): 56-61. 

 
Winnicott, D. W. Playing and Reality. London: Tavistock Publications Limited, 1971. 
 
Winter, Miriam Therese, Adair Lummis, and Allison Stokes. Defecting in Place: Women Claiming 

Responsibility for Their Own Spiritual Lives. New York: The Crossroad Publishing Company, 
1995. 

 
Winter, Miriam Therese. WomanPrayer WomanSong: Resources for Ritual. Oak Park, IL: Meyer 

Stone Books, 1987. 
 
________. WomanWord: A Feminist Lectionary and Psalter - Women of the New Testament. New 

York: Crossroad, 1993. 
 
Wismer, Patricia L. “For Women in Pain: A Feminist Theology of Suffering.” In In the Embrace of God: 

Feminist Approaches to Theological Anthropology, ed. Ann O’Hara Graff, 138-158. Maryknoll, 
NY: Orbis Books, 1995. 

 
Women’s Resource Centre National Newsletter (Auckland, NZ) 4 (April 1997): 7. 
 
Woolf, Henry Bosley. Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary. Springfield, MA: G. & C. Merriam 

Company, 1979. 
 
Young, Pamela Dickey. Feminist Theology/Christian Theology: In Search of Method. Minneapolis, 

MN: Fortress Press, 1990. 
 
Zannoni, Arthur E. Tell Me Your Name: Images of God in the Bible. Chicago: Liturgy Training 

Publications, 2000. 
 
Zappone, Katherine. A Hope for Wholeness: A Spirituality for Feminists. Mystic, CT: Twenty-Third 

Publications, 1991. 
 

 
 


